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TEST CHANGE 
 

Notification Date: September 26, 2023 
Effective Date: October 31, 2023 

 

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-
CoV-2) RNA Detection, PCR, Varies 
 
Test ID: COVID; performed at Mayo Clinic Laboratories Florida. 
 
 
Explanation: In an effort to consolidate ordering of testing for upper and lower respiratory specimen sources, 
this test will now accept all of the sources listed below and will serve as the primary CoVID-19 molecular 
detection code for Mayo Clinic Laboratories. 
 

Current Specimen Requirements 

Specimen Type: Lower respiratory tract 
Sources: Bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) fluid, bronchial washings, endotracheal aspirate, sputum 
Container/Tube: Sterile container 
Specimen Volume: Minimum of 1.5 mL 
Additional Information: Do not aliquot into viral transport media, glass tubes, vacutainer tubes, 
or tubes with push caps. 

 
 

New Specimen Requirements 

Specimen Type: Nasopharyngeal (NP), oropharyngeal (OP ie, throat), nasal mid-turbinate, or 
nares/nasal swab 
Supplies: 
-Swab, Sterile Polyester, 10 per package (T507) 
-Dacron-tipped swab with plastic shaft is acceptable 
Container/Tube: cobas PCR Universal Sample Kit (T932), Universal transport media, viral transport 
media, or equivalent (eg, Copan UTM-RT, BD VTM, MicroTest M4, M4-RT, M5) 
Media should not contain guanidine thiocyanate (GTC). 
For more information on acceptable transport media, see www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-
situations-medical-devices/faqs-diagnostic-testing-sars-cov-2 
 
NOTE:  cobas PCR Universal Sample Kit (T932) should NOT be used if tests for influenza A/B 
and RSV are requested on the same specimen. 
 
Specimen Volume: Entire specimen with a minimum of 1.5 mL (maximum 3 mL) of transport 
media. 
Collection Instructions: 
1. Collect specimen by swabbing back and forth over nasal or pharyngeal mucosa surface to maximize 
recovery of cells. 
2. NP and OP swab specimens may be combined at collection into a single vial of transport media but 
only one swab is required for analysis. 
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3. Swab must be placed into transport medium. Swab shaft should be broken or cut so that there is no 
obstruction to the sample or pressure on the media container cap. 
4. Do not send in glass tubes, vacutainer tubes, or tubes with push caps. 
5. Do not overfill with more than 3 mL total volume of media. 
  
Specimen Type: Nasopharyngeal aspirate or nasal washings 
Container/Tube: Sterile container 
Specimen Volume: Minimum of 1.5 mL 
Additional Information: Do not aliquot into viral transport media, glass tubes, vacutainer tubes, 
or tubes with push caps. 
 
Specimen Type: Lower respiratory tract 
Sources: Bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) fluid, bronchial washings, endotracheal aspirate, sputum 
Container/Tube: Sterile container 
Specimen Volume: Minimum of 1.5 mL 
Additional Information: Do not aliquot into viral transport media, glass tubes, vacutainer tubes, 
or tubes with push caps. 

 
 

 
 
Questions 
Contact Bonnie Meyers, Laboratory Resource Coordinator at 800-533-1710.  
 


